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Have Hope? 
 

om also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, an rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.” - Romans 5:2 

 

“For we are saved by hope:” Romans 8:24a 
 

Maybe you’re not looking the right way! 
 

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith;” - Hebrews 12:2 
 

Walk worthy of the calling with which you are called! (Eph 4:1) 
 

A Warm Welcome awaits you at all our services.  Come see! 

SERMONS THIS SUNDAY: 
 
 

AM:   Spencer Strickland    
PM:   Harvey Allen    

JOIN US IN 
PRACTICING 

NEW TESTAMENT 
CHRISTIANITY 

TODAY, 
COME SEE! 

 

 
 

"And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, 
 but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:  

that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of man,  
but in the power of God." -1 Corinthians2:5 

 

  
 

 

 

Test all things; hold fast that which is good. - 1 Thess 5:21 

WEST COLUMBIA 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.”  Luke 6:40b 
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WHAT ABOUT THE HEN? 
 

Sometime back some young fellow objected to the biblical account of creation, and 
informed an aged sister that he no longer accepted the Bible as true; he no longer 
believed in heaven; he had come to the conclusion that all matters are the result of 
evolutionary processes. This sister said to him that while she lacked his education 
opportunities, she would like to ask him a question or two: Would he please explain to 
her, which came first, the hen, or the egg? He thought about it a moment, smiled at 
such an easy question, and said that anybody ought to know that the hen was first. Of 
course, the hen was first. She said to him, "Well, would you please tell me where that 
first hen came from, since, according to your own view, it didn't grow up from a 
chicken, and was not hatched from an egg? How do you account for the origin of that 
first hen?" His brow knitted in perplexity; and he said that he had decided his first 
answer was a bit hasty; he hadn't given proper attention tot he question; had not 
thought it through. He felt sure now that, undoubtedly, the egg was first! Yes, certainly 
the egg was first. She said, "Do you mean to tell me that there was once a hen egg 
without a hen to lay it? Then in his confusion, she said this to him: "You can't even 
explain to me the mere existence of a hen without a God, and yet you expect me to 
believe in the universe without Him" 

 

 - Guy N. Woods, Gospel Preacher, Texas, Sermons on Salvation  
 

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” - Genesis 1:1 
 

Get Your Own Dirt! 
 

One day a group of scientists got together and decided that man had  come a long way and 
no longer needed God. So they picked one scientist to go and tell Him that they were done 
with Him.  The scientist walked up to God and said, "God, we've decided that we no longer 
need you. We're to the point that we can clone people and do many miraculous things, so why 
don't you just go on and get lost."  God listened very patiently and kindly to the man and after 
the scientist was done talking, God said, "Very well, how about this,  let's say we have a man 
making contest." To which the scientist  replied, "OK, great!"  But God added, "Now, we're 
going to do this just like I did back in the old days with Adam."  The scientist said, "Sure, no 
problem" and bent down and grabbed  himself a handful of dirt.  God just looked at him and 
said, "No, no, no!  You go get your own dirt!" 
 

 Test all things; hold fast that which is good. - 1 Thess 5:21 



 “PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER” - James 5:16 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Don Blackwell, Merrie Christmus,  Margaret Herring, Pat 

Joyner, Jan Kelleher, Gwen Pittman, Barbara and Melvin Reeder, Stephanie Rigney. 
 Adler still having some bad days. No answers yet. 
 Janet is still suffering with shingles. 
 Pat Joyner is still getting out, despite her dizziness. Pray for her relief. 
 Barbara Reeder is soon to start dialysis. She and Melvin want to get to the 

assembly, but it will be better for her if they can get a ride Sunday PM. 
 Keep ALL these in your prayers, that the Lord be merciful and pray also that we 

all grow in faith, hope, love, humility, zeal, mercy, knowledge.  
 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
who healeth all thy diseases; Who  redeemeth thy life from destruction;” - Psalms 103:2-4 

 
 

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42 
 Turn Clocks Back!  First Sunday! All are invited to stay after the morning assembly 

to share a meal.  Men’s meeting to follow. 
 

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 
ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are  

 

 “REJOICE WITH THEM THAT DO REJOICE!” - Romans 12:15    
 Stephanie  is home now, but is to return to Augusta Monday for more surgery, 

hopefully outpatient surgery. Continue in prayer for her and Steve, and in thanks to 
God for his mercy. 

 

Test all things; hold fast that which is good. - 1 Thess 5:21 

It is important for ALL to attend Sunday Morning bible study!  If you feel you’re 
missing something, Bible class is a good place to go and find it. 
 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” - 2 Timothy 2:15 

 

And not only for ourselves—the example we set others, in everything we do, or don’t 
do, is important.  The Lord was able to use Paul  to encourage other brethren, even 
when he was in prison: 
 

"And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear." - Philippians 1:14 

 

Be a good example, help others. Remember He is watching .. and knows! 
 

“The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.” - Prov 15:3  

DOES IT MATTER WHAT YOU BELIEVE? 
  

The majority in our world believe that it is acceptable to believe whatever you 
choose to believe and that ALL are on the road to heaven, but merely taking different 
routes. Many suggest that God finds such action of “tolerance” acceptable and right. Is 
that true? Does the Bible advocate, condone or approve of such an idea? 

Listen To Key Passages and you are forced to conclude that it does matter. Prov-
erbs 14:12: "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are 
the ways of death." 2 John 10-11: "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doc-
trine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth 
him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds." Matthew 15:8-9: "This people draweth 
nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far 
from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 
men." Romans 16:17: "Nov 1 beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine which we haze learned; and avoid them” An open 
mind, logically thinking, is required to accept there are ways of men that are wrong, evil 
and will cause one to be lost eternally. The ways of men are vain in God’s sight. 

Remember Key Events and be reminded how God reacted to changes, manipula-
tions or perversions. Adam and Eve did not obey God — they were punished. Nadab 
and Abihu rejected God’s instructions—they perished. Moses did not obey God’s com-
mand to speak to the rock—he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. Uzzah 
knew that God had command NOT to touch the ark of the covenant, but he touched it 
anyway—and perished because of His disobedience. God means what He says! God 
will NOT allow deviations from His way! Is such a perspective (concept) too strict? No 
doubt to some it is - but the same ones are just as STRICT when it involves medicine 
(kind, dosage and frequency) they are to take. They are rigid to the exact instructions 
being followed. These same individuals would be narrow- minded and strict when sign-
ing a contract to a home, wanting to do it by the letter of the law, so the deed would not 
be flawed. Legalistic? Yes, appropriately so! So it should be in religious matters as well. 

Understand God’s Demands and you must realize that man does NOT have the 
alternative to follow his whims or theories, and expect God to be pleased with such ac-
tion. You can NOT mess with the message of God and remain "acceptable” in our 
Heavenly Father’s sight! DOES IT MATTER — what you believe? What you teach oth-
ers? How you worship? What you do to become a follower of Jesus? Absolutely YES! 
There is not a single occurrence, Scripture or fact in God’s Word (when studied in con-
text) that allows for man to “do his own thing” “create his own way” or “pick and choose” 
what he wants and discard what he does not want. Let’s go back to the BIBLE, the in-
spired and accurate Word of God. It (and it alone) must he our solo and complete 
source of authority in what we do to please God, our Creator. 

 

- Paul Sain, Gospel Preacher, Easthill Church of Christ, Tennessee 
 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth;” - Romans 1:16 


