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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

“PREACH THE PREACHING THAT I BID THEFE”

God does not commission men to preach without telling them what to say. He does
not leave them free to select anything which a passing whim might suggest. Men, in light
of their own limited wisdom, are incapable of formulating a system of dependable
teaching. ""Oh Jehovah, | know that the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps' (Jer. 10:23 ASV). Men, apart from the leadership of divine
[revelation, have ever gone farther and farther into the meshes of sin and paganism.

When the Lord sent Jonah, the son of Ammitai, to Nineveh, He commanded him to
""preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee' (Jonah 3:2). The prophet was not left to his
own will and resources to originate a message for the Ninevites. His instructions were
specific. The Lord did not, in a general, indefinite way, tell him to "preach” to Nineveh.
Rather, He said specifically, "preach... the preaching that | bid thee."

Jonah was limited to what God said. He could not add; he could not subtract; he
|could not devitalize his message by "toning it down." He must thunder into the ears of the
Ninevites the severe and startling message, ""Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown™ (Jonah 3:4). This very thing he did on reaching "that great city." His preaching
produced results.

The messengers of God, whether human or divine, or both, have always been
limited to the will of God. They have had, and have, freedom to speak only within the will
of God. Of Jesus it was written, "*"Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is
written of me), to do thy will, O God"* (Heb. 10:7).

Jesus said, "I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, | judge: and my judgment is
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me™ (John
5:30). Again, "My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me** (John 7:16). "*As my Father
hath taught me, | speak these things" (John 8:28). "'l have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, He gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should
speak™ (John 12:49).

These Scriptures show conclusively that Jesus spoke and did only those things
which the Father commanded. His freedom of action to do and teach was limited by God's
will. The Spirit of the Lord was upon Him, because the Lord had anointed Him to preach.
But He, even though He was the only begotten Son of God, could preach only the good
tidings the Father authorized Him to proclaim. God was the Author of His message.

— (Continued on page 3)

KEEP YOUR HEART CLEAN IN 2013
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

¢ REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Judy Walker, Miles Johnson, Richard Ramkinson,
Margaret Herring, Wilson Burton, Betty Mathis, Lamar Reeves, Elma Berrier.

e Remember Stephanie Rigney in your prayers as she continues to undergo several
more sessions of chemotherapy.
Jan and Ed Kelleher are back from their vacation in Virginia.
Keep all these, and the church here, in your prayers. Our thanks and gratitude to
those who watch, and work and pray for the church here. To those faithful in
visiting and attendance, encouraging others by talking with them. To those quietly
doing the many jobs necessary to keep the congregation functioning.

""Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye might be healed. The
effectual fervent prayer of righteous man availeth much." - James 5:16

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Sorry! No bulletin last week as editor was out of town.

¢ Remember to send cards and letters to our sister Lorraine Porter who is unable to
get out or receive visitors or phone calls due to her medical condition and sorely
needs the encouragement.

e BULLETINS BY EMAIL sent each Friday. To subscribe, send email address to Ed.

e Remember to send cards to our visitors!

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me” - Psalms51:10

Challenge For One Month

1. Resolve not to miss or be late to a single service of the church. No excuses this time
but, for a change, make a few sacrifices for the Lord.

2. Try praying every time you have a problem or decision to make. If you feel the
slightest need, pray! And while you're at it, try praying for your enemies (those with
whom you don't get along too well).

3. Make it your responsibility to bring at least one visitor to services, preferably a family.
Don't just invite them, make a date with them.

4. Take at least one afternoon or evening to go visiting. Not with the ones you know
and like best. This time, visit someone you do not know too well, perhaps someone
with whom you feel a 'little "strained." Get to know them and see the difference it
makes.

5. Read and study your Bible every day, even if you have to turn off the TV.

Follow these simple rules, and you might be surprised at the results.
-Clyde Freeman, Preacher, 9th and Main St. church of Christ, San Antonio, Texas

“Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him-
self a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” - Titus 2:14

“PREACH THE PREACHING THAT | BID THEE” - (Continued from Page 1)

The Holy Spirit is limited in His teaching to the will of the Father. In giving the prom-
ise of the coming of the Spirit, Jesus said of Him, ""The Comforter, even the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your re-
membrance all that | said unto you... He shall guide you into all the truth; for he shall not
speak from himself; but what things so ever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall
declare unto you the things that are to come™ (John 14:26; 16:13 ASV).

The Holy Spirit, as a teacher, is limited to the will of God, "what things so ever he
shall hear,” in His instruction. Apostles and angels, likewise, can proclaim only the mes-
sage of God. ""But though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach unto you any gospel
other than that which we preached unto you, let him be anathema™ (Gal. 1:8 ASV). The
curse of God rests upon the angel or man who dares to deviate from the teaching of the
gospel.

If God will not permit apostle, or angel, or the Holy Spirit, or even His own Son, to
depart from the message He has authorized, it certainly should not be difficult for us to
understand that we are not allowed the freedom of setting aside or of perverting the gos-
pel of Christ. God has commissioned us to preach the gospel, and we are not at liberty to
preach anything else. We cannot mutilate the gospel, except at the peril of our own souls
and of those who hear.

This gospel is the faith once for all delivered unto the saints (Jude 3). It is the sound
doctrine (Titus 2:1). It is the only word that is able to build us up and give us an inheri-
tance among all those who are sanctified (Acts 20:32) and it must be faithfully transmitted
from one generation to another. " The things which thou hast heard from me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also™ (2
Tim. 2:2 ASV). It must be taught fearlessly and faithfully. "*Speak thou the things which befit
the sound doctrine™ (Titus 2:1 ASV). ""Hold the pattern of sound words which thou hast
heard from me™ (2 Tim. 1:13 ASV). And, finally, ""If any man teacheth a different doctrine,
and consenteth not to sound words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doc-
trine which is according to godliness; he is puffed up, knowing nothing, but doting about
questionings and disputes of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,
wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, supposing that godliness is a
way of gain™ (1 Tim. 6:3-5 ASV).

All faithful and sound preachers proclaim the doctrine, or teaching, of Christ. They
are, therefore, doctrinal preachers. Every preacher that God has authorized was a doc-
trinal preacher — he proclaimed the teaching of God. The time has come when many pro-
fessed Christians do not relish "doctrinal preaching” — the very kind, and, in fact, the only
kind that is divinely authorized. No one can be a faithful preacher who is not a doctrinal
preacher. The kind of preaching that is needed first, last, and all the time is doctrinal
preaching — preaching that condemns sin in every form, preaching that sets forth the
whole truth, preaching that distinguishes the New Testament church from the various de-
nominational bodies. This kind of preaching will not please worldly-minded church mem-
bers, but it will please God and save lost men and women. Regardless of circumstances
or consequences, we must "preach... the preaching that | bid thee."

A man's usefulness as a gospel preacher is determined much more by his knowl-
edge of God's word and his willingness to proclaim it boldly and faithfully than by his aca-
demic attainments and his ability to please men.

- Benton Cordell (B.C.) Goodpasture, 1895-1977, Gospel Preacher




