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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b
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Have You Ever?

Have you ever told someone about a radio station you like listening to, a good
website, a restaurant that has good food, or a store that has good bargains?

Have you ever told someone which ball team you like, or about fishing at the
Lake or a recipe that all your family enjoys?

Have you ever told someone about a painter that does good work, or a person
who does yard work reliably?

Have you ever told someone to watch out for wet paint, or for slippery steps, or
held a door open for someone?

You've likely done many of these things, on many occasions. Not to show off,
but because you wanted to help someone; to give them the benefit of your
experience; to let them do better; or to keep them from being hurt or making a
mistake. That's good. We should care for our neighbor. But, do you really care?

Have you ever told someone about the church you're a part of? Have you ever
told someone of the great hope you have for eternity? Have you ever told someone
of the peace we can have with God through our Lord Jesus Christ? Have you ever
told someone of the Bible that has the answers to what we're looking for; that has
words of comfort, encouragement, strength and hope to get us through this world?

Which things do you think are most important? Which things will make a
difference 100 years from now? Is any ball team more important than the church?
Is any TV show or movie or book more important than the Bible? Does any
restaurant have a meal better than the Lord’s Supper? Remember, “out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matt 12:34). What we tell others, is what
we tell God is really important to us. Let’'s send Him the right message. Tell others
of Jesus’ church and to come see. Invite people to our Saturday afternoon Bible
studies, come with them, then follow up with them, several times, to make sure they
do come see ... before it’s too late.

“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves.” - James 1:22

“And be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” - 1 Peter 3:15

- Ed Kelleher, West Columbia church of Christ, South Carolina
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Richard Ramkinson, Margaret Herring, Wilson
Burton, Betty Mathis, Lamar Reeves, EIma Berrier and Phyllis Johnson.

e Miles Johnson, son of Brett and Cyndi, grandson of Dennis and Beth, has been
diagnosed with a lymphoma in the neck and they have now found an inoperable
tumor behind his heart. They will be trying chemotherapy. Remember them all in
your prayers, that their faith be strengthened and that God be merciful.

e Also, continue to keep the Gamble family in your prayers as Jones father steadily
declines, but is holding his own for the moment, and Jones’ sister Margie is having
difficulty with her transplanted kidney.

e Remember our sister Anne Louise Gordon who has moved to the Camille Griffin
Graham Correctional Institution on Broad River Road. Her new address is:

Anne Louise Gordon #323003
CGGCI Dana #236

4450 Broad River Road
Columbia SC 29210

""Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God." - Philippians 4:6

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Bible Study at Church Building, most Saturdays at 3 pm, all are invited and
please invite visitors to come! It's a good way for people to learn more of us. An
informal session around a table with everyone using their bibles and Strong’s
Concordances.

“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love;
in honour preferring one another;” - Romans 12:10

IN THE BIBLE WE'LL DELVE IN 2012

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” - Matthew 7:21

HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAYETH

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they
shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” - Revelation 3:4-6

THE ESSENTIALITY OF ASSEMBLING TOGETHER

An indispensable ingredient of the Christian life is to congregate with those of
like precious faith for the purpose of worshiping God and to edify and exhort one an-
other. God, in His infinite wisdom, created man to be a social being, that is, in need of
fellowship with other men. It is a misunderstanding and a disregard of the intent of God
when men abstain from the assemblies of the Lord’s people. The corporate worship of
the body of believers is not the whole of Christianity; nevertheless, assembling together
is necessary for the spiritual growth and welfare of the individual disciple. It has never
been the design and purpose of God for His followers to isolate themselves from other
children of God. One can readily read of the various assemblies under the Mosaic
economy and to learn the necessity of such gatherings (Exodus 5:1, 3; 12:6; Deuteron-
omy 16:8).

A proper investigation of the disciples of Christ will determine that various as-
semblies were in evidence in the first century. At the beginning of the church in Jerusa-
lem you can read in Acts 2:44: “All that believed were together...”. Following the first
persecution, saints “gathered together” (Acts 4:31). Itis recorded in Acts 11:26, that
Barnabas and Saul assembled themselves with the church for a year in order to teach
the brethren. After the first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch
and “gathered the church together: to rehearse all that God had done by them (Acts
13:27). All Bible students are aware that the early Christians met upon “the first day of
the week “to break bread, that is, to partake of the Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7). In fact,
when Paul wrote to the brethren in Corinth, he admonished them to give as God had
prospered them “upon the first day of the week” (I Corinthians 16:1, 2). He knew that
they were already meeting on the first day of the week to partake of the Lord’s Supper
because he mentioned this fact earlier in chapter 11. Notice in 11:18: “For first of all,
when ye come together in the church (meet as a congregation)...” Again in 11:20:
“When therefore ye assemble yourselves together...” In chapter 14:23: “If therefore the
whole church be assembled together...”

The fact was, one sure way to denote a Christian who was becoming unfaithful
to Christ was in their habitual absence from the assemblies of the saints. Please study
carefully the context in which you find Hebrews 10:24, 25. In our assemblies, we can
exhort one another in the matter of love, good works, and, in short, faithful Christian liv-
ing. Even in our songs we can teach and admonish one another (Colossians 3:16).
Redeemed people find joy, strength and security in coming together to praise God the
Father and the Lamb, Jesus Christ. Expressions of gratitude, honor, homage and de-
votion are natural for one whose heart is filled with love for God because of our salva-
tion and the hope of eternal life. It is God’s desire that we worship Him “in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:23, 24).

Raymond Elliott , minister, Prattville Church of Christ, Alabama

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;” - Hebrews 10:24,25




