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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

EVOLUTION—AN INSIDIOUS DOCTRINE

Error that is taught in a bold and open manner never does as much harm as that which is spread in
an insidious manner. When error is openly proclaimed and argued upon whatever seeming proof and
merit it has to sustain it, then we can deal with it according to its deserts — weigh its evidence, expose
the fallacy of its arguments, and stop its harmful work.

But when error can create the impression that it must work in secret, because its opponents will use
force to stop its progress; that they are afraid to meet it in a fair contest; and that they, therefore, take
unfair advantage and try to keep people in ignorance by legislating against the spread of light, right then
that error is going to spread prodigiously. Evil propaganda, for this reason, always assumes to be feared,
evaded, inhibited, and proscribed, even when such is not the truth. The propagandist likes nothing better
than to obliquely refer to his error and clearly imply that if he were only permitted to do so he could
produce overwhelming facts to prove his contention; whereas, if he were challenged to bring forth those
facts and put to the test, his facts would prove to be nil.

We have a fine example of this insidious method in the hue and cry that is raised about "academic
freedom.” The teachers who are protesting against any interference with their work of destroying the faith
and corrupting the morals of our children are making the most of this opportunity. They represent
themselves as educated, and their opponents as ignorant. They pose as martyrs in the cause of
enlightened thinking and represent their opponents as fossilized ignoramuses who are retarding progress,
hindering education, and holding back from the young people truth that has been in modern times
discovered and demonstrated!

That type of propagandist among our teachers — it matters not what part of the world he is in —

ill never lose an opportunity to refer to Tennessee's antievolution law as an example of just what he is
talking about. And he will point to the Scopes trial as the boldest and most "shameful” stand that
ignorance, prejudice, and religious fanaticism have made against education in modern times! One would
think that the Tennessee law applied to the whole world and that it prohibited the teaching of science in
any school! But it did not prohibit the teaching of any branch of science in any school, not even the State
schools of Tennessee. The theory of evolution is not science, and there is not one demonstrated fact or
[truth that we cannot accept and teach while rejecting the theory of organic evolution. | boldly challenge a
denial of this statement! Let propagandists take notice. - Continued on Page 3

“God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.” - Genesis 1:27

IN THE BIBLE WE'LL DELVE IN 2012
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Margaret Herring, Wilson Burton, Betty Mathis,
Lamar Reeves, EIma Berrier and Phyllis Johnson.

e Jones Gamble requests prayers for his father who is declining steadily.

e Anna Porter was in the hospital a day for a fever after her recent surgery, but is
doing better at home now. Our thanks to many who are calling and visiting Anna.

e Prayers are requested for Charles Thomas who is in Veteran’'s hospital.

e Brother Richard Ramkinson, minister at the Windsor Lake church, is in very ill
health. He’s on dialysis and has some heart problems as well as diabetes. He's a
diligent servant of God, please remember him in your prayers.

e Give thanks to God for His mercy, and pray for all these, and the work of the Lord
here at West Columbia.

"1 will sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing
praise to my God while I have my being." - Psalm 104:33

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Singing at St. Andrews Road congregation, Friday August 3, 6 pm till ...

e Bible Study at Church Building, most Saturdays at 3 pm, all are invited and
please invite visitors to come! It's a good way for people to learn more of us. An
informal session around a table with everyone using their bibles and Strong’s
Concordances.

"For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord;
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's." - Romans 14:8

REGARDING DENOMINATIONS:

“Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: And when he had found him, he
brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled
themselves with the church, and taught much people.

And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” - Acts 11:25,26

“Every denomination (Catholic or Protestant) had its origin this side of the New Tes-
tament. Every denomination has something in its teaching or practice that marks it as
different from the church of the New Testament. Otherwise, it would not be a denomi-
nation.

As it was possible for an undenominational church to exist at Antioch, so it is possi-
ble now. Any church today that has the same faith and practice as did the church at
Antioch (and other faithful New Testament congregations) is not a denomination, but a
church of Christ”.—David Pharr, Gospel Preacher

“Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind and in the same judgment.” - 1 Corinthians 1:10

EVOLUTION—AN INSIDIOUS DOCTRINE —(Continued from Page 1)

It is not the anti-evolutionists that fear the light and refuse an honest investigation. It is the evolution-
ary crowd. They will not attempt to defend the theory in a fair investigation. They will not try to prove the
vital points of the theory, such as the origin of matter, the origin of species, and the development of the
organs of the body. They refer to certain similarities in men and animals, point out certain natural adapta-
tions, talk about some supposedly useless organs of the body, and then with an air of finality they say,
"That proves it. Nobody but an ignoramus will deny this."

They beg the question. They scoff at their opponents and assume an air of superior knowledge and
try to create the impression that their opponents are not worthy of attention. They will never refer their stu-
dents to any book that opposes evolution. In fact, it is doubtful if such books can be found in college librar-
ies. If they are there, the students will never be advised to read them. The most unfair and unworthy fact in
their whole behaviour is that they do their teaching to uninformed and immature youth of our land.

| recently engaged in a conversation with a young lady teacher who, although she claims to be a
member of the body of Christ, manifested a sneering attitude toward those who oppose the teaching of the
theory of evolution. She betrayed a woeful ignorance of that theory, and yet she felt that she is much wiser
than any poor "ignoramus” who would dare question the precious theory. In short, she manifested the
usual disposition and betrayed the usual ignorance of those who think they are the only ones who know
anything about it.

When | boldly declared myself against the theory and stopped her on some of her assertions, she
asked, "Well, what do you expect science to do? Just fold its hands and quit?" That is what they all say.
They think that the theory of evolution is science. They think it is the sum of all science. | showed that the
theory of evolution is not science, but a mere hypothesis put forth by scientists in an effort to explain the
phenomena of life. | confounded her, but | did not convince her. She is gone. | was not surprised when |
learned that she does not take any interest in the church.

In the course of our conversation, the young lady informed me in a very patronizing air that
"evolutionists do not teach that man is descended from the monkey." That is what ignorant people think
they teach, but they do not, she told me. Again, | was compelled to show the young lady that this is only a
dodge put forth by propagandists.

Evolutionists do teach that man came up through the monkey stage, and they profess to have found
the remains of the "intermediate” beings or "missing links." They all agree that man did not descend from
any existing species of monkey — that none of the monkeys we have today are our ancestors, but that
they are our brothers — that they came from the same stock from which we came. But the young lady was
ignorant on this point, and she felt very superior because she could tell folks that evolution does not make
man the offspring of a monkey. But that is a common bromide.

The young lady declared also that teachers in our schools do not teach evolution. "They just present
the facts and let the students draw their own conclusions,” she told me. | asked, "What facts?" | pressed
her to name some facts that would force a conclusion in favor of evolution. But she could not think of any
facts. | helped her out by telling her the things that evolutionists use to justify their inferences. | pointed out
to her, however, that these things are not proofs. But again, I did not convince her. Although | was holding
a meeting in her town, I do not think she heard me preach again after that conversation. She no doubt felt
that she could not waste her time listening to a man who is so ignorant as to deny or question the theory of
evolution.

- G. C Brewer, 1884-1956, Gospel Preacher




