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WEST COLUMBIA
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“every disciple that is perfect shall be as his master.” Luke 6:40b

ARE YOU HOMESICK?

How many times have you sung the song, This World Is Not My Home? Have you
really thought about what the song is saying? It is not just talking about being from
another state or even being from a different country. It says THIS WORLD is not my
home!

This is true in two very definite ways, depending upon the definition of the word
world. The first way of viewing this word is in the physical sense. This physical earth
is not our permanent residence. One day we will move to our permanent address
(one from which we will never move again). We must make the choice as to our final
destination before we take our last breathe here on earth. The choices are: a
mansion in heaven, or a tent in the "little shop of horrors" (hell). For now, we reside in
a hotel room "living out of suitcases." One day, though, the sealed "envelope" will be
opened and we will find out if we have a passport to heaven or a ticket to hell. Have
you made your choice, yet? Have you checked the roadmap (the Bible) to make sure
you are headed in the right direction?

The second way of viewing this world is in the way that we think. We can either
be thinking spiritually, or else we are thinking as the world does. Paul reminds us in
Romans 12: 2 to not conform to this world. We are to be transformed by the
renewing of our mind. Often times, in our jobs the solution to a problem can be seen
simply by looking at the problem differently. The same must be true for Christians.
We must look at this life and the things of this world in a vastly different way than
what non-Christians do. We know and understand that this life is temporary and the
things of this world are temporary. Wealth, possessions, property, power, prestige,
fame, inheritance and the like are all going to pass away.

The old saying really is true. Home IS where the heart is. "For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Matthew 6: 21). Where are you laying
up your treasure? Where is your heart? Where is your home?

- Bryan Naugle, Evangelist, Sebring Parkway church of Christ, Florida

“And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they
might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that
is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city” - Hebrews 11:15,16
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“PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER?” - James 5:16

e REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Margaret Herring, Jean Godley, Amy Wintermute,
Lamar Reeves, ElIma Berrier and Phyllis Johnson.
Nicholas Pierce has been very sick with a high fever and had to visit the ER.
Also continue to remember Madisen Manz in your prayers. She’ll be spending some
time in the hospital for evaluation as her condition is deteriorating and is becoming
very difficult to control at home. The family is very concerned, pray for them.
Margie DeYoung is recoving from an eye infection.
Jan Kelleher and Merrie Chrismus are in San Antonio visiting Merrie’s aunt.
Jamie and Debbie Sheppard continue to be under the weather.

""'Some trust in chariots, and some in horses:
but we will remember the name of the Lord our God." - Psalms 20:7

“AND THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY” - Acts 2:42

e Congregational Picture—Sunday morning April 3.
e Margie DeYoung is recovering from an eye infection.

""He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” - 1 Corinthians 1:31

EYES ON HEAVEN IN 2011

Psalm 121
“1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh
from the LORD, which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot to be moved:
he that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep. The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun
shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The LORD shall preserve thee from all
evil: he shall preserve thy soul. The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in
from this time forth, and even for evermore.”

This is also song 712 in our song book—UNTO THE HILLS
Looking to God’s hills will keep our ... EYES ON HEAVEN IN 2011

God's Changeless and Immutable Word

The word of God has the power to convict and convert, to sanctify and to edify.
But it has another power and province. The Bible is the mirror of its Author, intended to
reveal, unveil, magnify, and glorify Him from whom it originally came.

One of the main uses of the word of God is to supply us with a standard of both
doctrine and duty. Therefore, there is no substitute for God's written word. Men may
turn in every direction seeking for something to take the place of the word of God, but
when their search is ended they remain empty-handed.

In every department of life, the need for a standard as exact and unvarying as
those which measure weight, length and time compels one to resort to the word of God
for guidance. Here alone, one finds perfect forms and changeless models. Man's best
timepieces must be set according to those of God, who has appointed the sun, moon,
and stars for time and seasons.

So, from all human oracles, however self-confident, we must turn at last to the in-
spired Word, where, instead of untrustworthy utterances, we find distinct, definite, au-
thoritative, and infallible teaching.

- Franklin Camp, 1915-1991, Gospel preacher, Alabama

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” - Hebrews 4:12

EYES ON HEAVEN IN 2011

BE YE PERFECT
Who do you want to believe? The world says: "Nobody's perfect"
Pedro says: "Nobody's purfek” (Sign on 1-95 for South of the Border)

God says: "'Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”
Matthew 5:48

Be careful what you think, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” - Proverbs 23:7

WHY KEEP OUR EYES ON HEAVEN?

“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and
to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and
to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness
charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance shall
be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.” - 2 Peter 1:4-11




